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By Warren Rogers Jr.

WASHINGTON.:
~ Emotions are running high among the ~20,000 Cuban’
exiles In Miami who are related to the 1,113 Bay of Plgs
veterans wasting away in Cuban prisons. U

The sitation 1s so tense, at this pre-holiday season.
that plans io hold an open fleld mass in Miaml this week
have been calied off. The mass, a ceremony utterly basic
to Catholicism in that it celebrates the Crucifixion and

- Resurrectior: of Christ, was to be offered as a prayer seek-:
=’ing . the intercession of St. Joseph, the head of the Holy
“Famlily. o
: The sponsors of the mass were to be the grieving -
‘members of the Cuban Families Committee for Liberation
of Prisoners of War. But they decided, after weighing the
emotion guciient among the 20,000 or so who would attend
the mass, ti at it wus too dangerous from a security point
of view. Hav.n¢ that many people in one assembly, even for
a religious :ite, would be playing with fire.

The con mittee’s chairman {s Alvaro Sanchez Jr.. whose
won, Eduard . s one of the sick starving prisoners. To take
a reading o taie emotions ot the people who would attend
the mass, a- :Ir. Sanchez had to do was consult his own
neart,

Mr. Sar :hez and those with whom he {8 working are
trying to ga.n the release of the men before it is too late.
They were v-ry close to success until, with the onset of the

Cuba crisls « n Oct. 22, the aggravalion of American-Cuban
tensions disr ipied al. negotiations,

Now, wi'h an easing of these tenslons, the committee is
hoping the r.e.. can be freed bv Christmas. The deadline is
important nct unly for the symbollsm of Christmas, the tra-
ditional time o! beneficence and humanitarianism. It is im-
portant bece & the men are iiving under such deplorable
conditions th (it many may .ol survive beyond Christmas un-
less they are freed.

_ it Is shocxing to the 200,000 Cuban exiles in this country
that the Cs .t'5 regime so callously flaunts the revered
Latin Americar tradition of political asylum and amnesty.

‘The men on the Cuban mamland suffer excruciatingly for
lack of food, -nrdical attention and decent housing. But the
lot of the lexders of the abortive Bay of Pigs landing in
April, 1961, }* cven worse. They are isolated on the Isle of
Pines, off Cusa s southern coast, where, in the words of one
survivor, “they are treated like sntmals.”

It may rir:ke many Americans as strange, too. that
alter all this time the men are still rotting away in prison. .
They made the invasion with tke undercover blessings of the
United States government and with the active help of the
_Central Inteliigenice Agency. “they falled, partly because of
"bad planning ané partly becatww the support they expected,
in the air anc otherwise, did ru); appear. It is the moral re-
sponsibility of the Awnerican ferrernment and the American
propie 1o get taetr cut, whattver the cost, and President
" Kennedy reccarizes tus.

) The prics Trepie. Castry {4 asking has steadlly come

- down. At firrt, he anted £33 million worth of tractors.

- Then it was $:2 miil.oi eash--:12 total of all the outrageous
fines levied a: uiis' the moa v, it is drugs, medicine and
baby food 10 1 16 valur« 582 il fon If purchased in Havana
~-actually .abeat $17 1:0on £1 e noiesale and discount prices
in this count. v. Tlie itien w.ll e freed as soon as & down
payment, abo L 20 per tent of the total, arrives in Cuba.

James B Donovat, the Nsv* York lawyer representing
the familles. 2 nepotlitions veah Premlier Castra, is pre-
pared to pick 1p the hid. But be cannol move until he has
hed some sort of go-atgad.

The best *hing, it ik ems 1o rie, would be a public state-
ment by Presicent Kepaa v thed, freeing the prisoners would
be in the naticna! (nffest.

Ji is Inceuaceivadle that s1ch a Prestdential gesture,
made in the soliiy ¢f hristmee. could evoke serious objec~
tlcm_s in this courtry Joe: "o ts “85f5 on Cuba” or some other

) ;1{];1(11181: nolns;‘ex.v:.u “te Yest upurient against any talk of this :

8 8 lelte capg poe ot che prisoners. s :

United States sy »Hgy 2 higs xxr(’i smuggled to thy

UWeare caczrgow ceath Bere there are some sick of
31"14" lunge. Tooa L wdernowiished, nearly all of us. . . .

They shovie # g :r Yaeyro yo cannot stand {L anv more
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